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Hugzhes) that manganese is of no use and
that someone has stolen money from the
Government for the exploitation of manga-
nese, ecrtain people are spending a quarter
of a million of money to open up the de-
posits, £o that the hon. member’s views hava
evidently proved no deterrent to them.
Many people on the Continent realise the
almost unlimited latent wealth this State
possesses, wealth that if developed would
make for the social and economic strength
not only of Western Australia, but of Aus-
tralia as a whole.

On motion by
journed.

Mr, Watts, debate ad-

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,5600,000,

Returned from  the Couneil without
amendment.

House adjourned at 8.58 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, 11th August, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Scholarships offered to couniry children.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Education: As to the 50 scholarships offered
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to country children—(a) from which schools
were the winners chosen? (b) which High
Schools did they elect to attend?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Edueation} replied: The
winners of the 50 scholarships on the recom-
mendations of district inspectors are taken
almost entirely from one-teacher ecountry
schools and they may cleet to attend any
Distriet High School in any part of the
State, or the Narrogin School of Agricul-
tore or Government Technieal School. A
statement setting out the information re-
quested will be laid on the Table of the
House,

QUESTION—LICENSING ACT.
Siz per cent, levy.

Mr. NORTH asked the Treasuver: What
amount was received by the Treasory from
the 6 per cent. levy on liquor purchased by
hotels for the year ended 30th June, 19389

The TREASURER replied: No separate
record is kept for hotels only, but an amount
of £44375 11s. 10d. was collected for the
year ended 30th June, 1938, for fees on
liguor purchases, covering the following
lieenuses :—Publican’s general, wayside house,
gallon, hotel, Australian wine, Australian
wine and heer, Australian wine hottle, rail-
way refreshment rooms, packet, spirit mer-
chants, brewers, temporary.

QUESTION—LICENSES REDUCTION
BOARD.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Justice: Wien was a hotel license last can-
celled by the Licenses Reduetion Board?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied :
31st December, 1930,

QUESTION—PUBLI(C SERVICE,
Total of Employees.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier:
What was the total numher of males and
females, of all ages, employed by the Gov-
ernment under the Publie Service Aect, 1904,
on 30th June, 19389

The PREMIER replied: Permanent staff
—1,580 (1,302 roales, 278 females); Tem-
porary staff—195 (150 males, 45 females),
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QUEBTION—CANNING BRIDGE.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that attention has
not yet been given to the lighting of the
Canning bridge? 2, Does he realise thal
the bridge, being unlighted at night, eon-
stitutes a public danger? 3, What action
is proposed to remedy the position? 4,
When will such action be taken?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, No. 3 and 4, Lighting of the
bridge is not considered to be a responsibi-
lity of the Main Roads Department.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.38]: First
of all T should like to join with other mem-
hers in congratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on
your accession te the high office which you
hold; and T wish to inform you of the re-
speet we have for your position. T also
wish you n suecessful term of office. Yester-
day I asked a question regarding Section 7
of the Sales by Auction Act passed last year,
relative to its proposed application to the
sale of wool. I was glad to hear from the
Minister for Lands that he proposed to give
considetation to the suggestion to extend the
operation of the Act to that particular
article. There is ample need for some such
rastriction on the loss which is undoubtedly
taking place at auction sales of wool. 1 do
not suggest that the provisions of the Aet
are the best that could be obtained. There
may be something better, but it has not yet
been revealed, at least to me. I do think the
Government should give carly attention,
either in Western Australia alone or, better
still, in eonjunction with the other States of
the Commonwealth, to that legislation, or to
some other legislation which will restrict the
present practice. So far as I ean gather, the
auctioneers are quite willing that such legis-
lation should be in forece. We realise only
too well that auction sales of wool at present
are, at best, not very satisfactory. For long
years the aunction sales of wool have com-
pelled acquiescence in a poliey which I be-
lieve is known as meeting the market. When
that market is not a fairly competitive one
—as would appear to be the case when lot
splitting takes place—the difficulties of
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those who are the vendors, to wit, the wool-
growers, in meeting this market become
mueh greater, in that there is not fair com-
petition and that the growers receive a lesser
price for their product, so that ultimately
they come cven nearer disaster than they
would do were they getting a fair competi-
tive priec based on the markets of the world.
T trust that the Minister will not overlook
the necessity to go into this question. I ean
assure him I approach it, not from any
party point of view, but purely with a de-
sire to sec what measure ¢an bhe taken to im-
prove the position at anction sales, not only
for the henefit of the growers themselves, but
for that of the State generally. It will read-
ily be realised that the better the returns
from our prodoets, the better will be the
situation for us all. T wonld also like to
thank the Minister for Works and the re-
sponsible officers under him for the activity
that has been displayed sinee the disenssion
of a motion in 1936 with regard to water
sapplics in the Great Southern distriets, hav-
ing particular veference to the towns along
that line. I am prepared, as 1 think the
Minister wishes, to wait a still further rea-
sonable time for a conclusion to be arrived
at as to what should be done as a result of
investigations, in the hope that some practi-
eal scheme may be evolved without undue fin-
ancial diflienlty and, if possible, without
placing a burden on any section of the agri-
enlturists eoncerned, even those who will be
within the statutory limit of the pipe line
that may be laid to meet the requiremenis of
the sitwation. In this matter T trust the
Minister will not lose sight of the possibility
of obtaining some assistance from the Fede-
ral Government. I helieve the Federal
authorities have at least given consideration
to assistance regarding somewhat similar
schemes clsewhere, and I wounld suggest this
is a scheme, or is likely to be a scheme, to
which such assistance eould very reasonably
be given. T bhelieve that in the present stage
of the development of Western Aunstralia
and its eurrent fnancial position, we shall
have considerable difficulty in dealing with
this problem unless we can receive some
assistance from the Federal Government,
and T trust that when plans and speecifiea-
tions are a little further advanced and the
Minister has somewhat more definite infor-
mation to work upon, he will not overlook
that aspeet of the matter. At this stage [
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would like to mention that while there was
a very definite problem regarding water
supplies in 1936 in the district I represent,
as I then explained to the House, and
although it might be helieved that in
this year of grace there might be a eonsider-
able improvement in those conditions, I
can assurc the Howuse, leaving out of the
question altogether the quality of the water,
which I once took the opportunity to ex-
hibit in this Chamber, there is now less
water to bhe found in the Katanning reser-
veir than there was on the 1st February last,
There is not more than one month’s supply
at the present time, leaving out of con-
sideration the Railway Department, whieh is
not being supplied from that source,
althongh it ought te be, In other centres
the diffienity is much the same as it was, At
Narrogin, where the position seemed to be
nore hopeful two years ago, the residents
are now on the warpath for a satisfactory
supply.

In the Lient.-Governor's Speceh there is a
roference to the welcome rise in the basic
wage. 1 am preparved to admit that that
rise is weleome, if we believe in follow-
ing ont a poliey of raising, so far as we can,
the general level of contentment. But there
are certain sections of the community that
will receive no henefit from that increase in
1he hasic wage. There are various sections,
bui I shall deal with only one of them and
in that instance their ease calls for sym-
pathetic consideration in another way. An
ordinary vise in the basic wage basad on the
cost of living conditions only, does not
henefit the recipients because if merely eom-
pensates them for the rise in the cost of
specified goods and services. It is certainly
admitted that the recent rise was ealeulated
on a different basis that represented some
henefit in that that different hasis was on a
somewhat improved standard; but that rise
is going to oecasion an inerease in eosts else-
where.  For instance, building costs will un-
doubtedly have to rise. The cost of eertain
other services and of manufactured articles
will, T take it, inerease to some degree, for
I have never yet heard of builders or manu-
facturers who did not—and [ believe they
were justified—pass on the increased cost
involved in the rise of their expenditure to
those to whom they had to render serviees.
Those who will suffer are those who cannot
Pass on such increases, As I said, those of
us who believe it is reasonable and proper
to raise the general level of contenfment,
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believe that a rise in the standard of living,
or the method of aequiring that means of
living, is very satisfactory, but it is not so
satisfactory when it is found that merely a
fractional part of the ecommunity henefits
from the move. We should make our coffort
as strongly as we may to extend it to as
great a proportion of fthe people as we ean.
If the increased prices that I have referred
lo could be reflected in inereased returns for
our primary produets suech as wheat and
wool, then undounbtedly there would he a
considerably inereased level of contentinent
among a large seetion of the community, and
there would Le almost general pleasure at
the improvement. As it is, the net result, as
1 have endeavoured to explain, will probably
be a decreased net return from those primary
products which, unfortunately, already show
signs of falling below payable values. T
hope, therefore, that the Government of the
State will show some enthusiasm when they
send their representatives, as 1 understand
they are about to do, to the econference in
Sydney in connection with the question of
2 home price for wheat. I am prepared to
admit that this State alone cannot deal
satisfactorily with that matter, and 1| also
recognise thure may be some difficulty in
arranging with all the States to have their
rezources pooled under an agrcement for a
home priee for wheat, so that all producers
of wheat throughout the Commenwealth will
benefit equally. I recognise that difficulty
hecause Western Australia would be in an
unfortunate position were that not done, in
view of the fact that a small pereentage
of its output only is consumed locally,
whiech is not so noticeable, say, in New
South Wales. The Premier in his ob-
servations yesterday said, I think, that
the Federal Government had this matter in
hand, but regarded the obvious way of
dealing with it as politically inexpedient.
I take it—though I do not think he actually
mentioned the fact—that he referred to a
sales tax on flour. 1 submit that the faet
that the Federal Government does not seem
inelined to take any action in this matter
is no reasan why the State Governments
should not as far as possible work in har-
mony together with the idea of bringing
matters to a head. We must recognise that
the Federal Government’s difficuliies have
inereased with regard to any sueh proposal
as this since the failure of the Federal
marketing referendum. I do not know that
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a sales tax on flour, while well within the
powers of the Federal Government, is any
more or any less objeetionable than the
other suggestion for a home consumption
price for wheat. We have no evidence be-
fore us to show that variations in the
price of wheat have to any extent caused
a variation in the price of bread. If they
have, as I endeavoured to point out earlier
this afternoon, that ine¢rease, which in any
event wonld be a very small one, must of
neeessity be passed on and oceasion no loss
to the recipients of the basic wage. There-
fore I do not think the Government need
fear that any great difiieulty is going to
be experienced by that section of the com-
munity that looks to the Arbitration Court
for the fixation of its standard of living by
the adoption of either method. It is very
necessary, however, from the producer’s
point of wview, that some definite means
shall be taken to afford him a measure
of assistance now; and, if practicable when
prices. are hetter, build up some kind
of a reserve fund so that he may have
something to fall baeck upon when prices
fall again—which they are almost certain
to do—after the suggested rise. The neees-
sity may oceur to consider whether we
should not combine such action with an
attempt to restriet increased production.
We must recognise that, taking the world
at large, Australia’s production is not a
very great proportion of the total. The
position appears to be that on aceount of
an absence of demand for the excess, the
price of wheat fluctnates from time to time
very considerably, and it does not seem
to me to be right to encourage the produeer
in this eountry by inereasing his returns
from the produet and at the same time
allow him substantially to increase his pro-
duction and therefore his problem. A
home price for wheat should be provided
without injury to any other seetion of the
community, for the benefit of the producer,
but the production of the commodity should
not be increased above a reasonable amount
based on past figures.

I should like now to give attention for a
moment to the question of the control of
natives. The Premier said last night that
this FHouse passed the existing Aet govern-
ing the administration of native affairs. I
remind the Premier that many amendments
to the Aet were made in this Chamber, but
when they reached another place, they
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were summarily rejeeted, and, unfortun-
ately, at a conterence ot managers of the
two Houses, those amendments were aban-
doned. I venture to suggest that the Act
as it stands at present is hardly in aecord
with the wishes of the majority of this
Chamber, although we were more or less
obliged to take what we could when the
matter came to a final settlement between
the managers. One matter that was dis-
cussed at the time, and concerning which
amendments were brought forward in this
House, was the question of permits being
required for the emplovment of natives,
and T would peint cut that natives inelude
half-castes. It was proposed that permits
should be taken out for the employment of
natives, both for wages and on contraet
work, and certain members of this House
took strong exeeption to that provision le-
ing included. That provision and the man-
ner in which it has been handled are mak-
ing it increasingly diffienlt for half-castes
—who are classed as natives—to obtain cin-
ployment, and I fear that the net result of
the Act and its administration will be that
mare and more of these people will depend
on the Government for rations. I am of
opinion that legislation should be intro-
duced for the purpose of endeavouring to
raise the standard of half-castes so
that they may hbe put in the position,
wherever possible, of earning their own
living, and so lessening the practice that
appears to be developing of more and more
of these people applying for rations. Cer-
tain regulations have been made under the
Aet that I do not propose to disenss

at the moment heeause I think the
regulations I  partienlarly have in
mind will subsequently be the subject
of diseassion in this Chamber. I refer te

the regulations regarding missions, a num-
ber of which regulations I truzt will he dis-
allowed,

Anocther matter on which T consider the
State Government might make active vepre-
sentations to the Federal authorities con-
cerns the release of the rabbit vivus that has
been so mueh discussed in the last fow
months. It appears that the experiments
condneted have demonstrated that the virus
is satisfactory from the point of view of
non-transmissibility to livestock and human
beings of the disease ocecasioned by it
It would seem, too, that the experiments
have proved the usefulness, or shall T say
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the liveliness. of the virus in eausing the
death of rabhits, and that is a reason why
its distribution should not e delayed. The
rabbit pest is of such dimensions in Western
Anstralia and has been for many vears past,
that even if the virus has proved only
partially suecessful, no time should be lost
in introducing it into this State. So long
s there was any reason io fear that it might
he injurious to livestock, there was sound
reason for hesitation before distributing it.
Now that that doubt has been dispelled, it
scems to me that a determined effort should
be made to have the virus distributed at
least in this State. so that we may aseertain
whether it will assist us In overcoming a
problem that has been a source of consider-
able expense not only to farmers but to
every branch of industry in the State.

I am glad to see that the Government
proposes to take steps to provide additions
to the Perth 1Public Hospital. TIn recent
vears I have felt thot that institution was
sadly overcrowded. The reports supplied
to the public from time to time gave strong
evidenee of that faet, and it is not to be
wondered that the Government has decided
to take some action to remedy the position.
From the public utterances of Ministers on
this subject, however, it does not seem as
though there is going to he any attempt to
ask metropolitan loeal anthovities to make
anyv contribution towards the cost. If any
sach intention exists in the minds of the
Government, I am prepared to be correeted.
As, however, I have not up to date heard
any such suggestion, I must join a number
of my electors in inquiring whether there is
not apparently one law for the eity and
another for the country. For many years
country centres have Dbeen ohliged to
contribute 'to the cost of hospital build-
ings, and in many eazes the ratepavers
have had to be rated in order fo pay
interest and sinking fund on the obliga-
tions. I aw referring to general hospitals.
T admit that more recently the Lotteries
Commission has given assistance to hospitals
in a number of country centres, thus redue-
ing the amount which those centres would
otherwise have had to raise. That relief,
however, has been afforded not only to loeal
authorities, but also to the Department of
Health. The argument has bheen advanced
that the Perth Hospital serves the sick of
the whole State, and that argnment of conrse
has something in it. The Perth Hospital
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in the main does serve the sick of the mefro-
politan area; but couniry hospitals also
serve patients not living in the distriets in
which those hospitals are situated. People
travelling in the country and injured in
motor accidenfs very often reeeive treat-
ment at eonntry hospitals. If the relative
costs of the building and the costs of main-
tenance are taken into aceount, I firmly be-
lieve that the proportion of such patients
would he as great in country hospitals as
in the Perth Heospital. In my own town,
the local government has contributed as
much as £6,000 to the cost of the erection
of the buildings which at present comprise
the Katanning distriet hospital. Even ad-
mitting that possibly a greater number of
oniside patients use the metropoliton hos-
pital, there is still ample justification for a
contribution by the metropolitan loeal
authorities to eountry hospitals.  Alter-
natively, the Government might consider re-
lieving the country loeal authorities of their
obligations in this respeet. The Minister
for Health, whom at this stage I would like
to congratulate upon his appointment, re-
minded the members of a deputation which
waited upon him with a view of obtaining
assistance for some improvements to a met-
ropolitan hospital, that they must go slow,
becanse there were many country hospitals
needing considerable attention. I quite
agree with him in that. I gather some com-
fort from his observation, as it is evident
that, to a large extent, he is in agreement
with what I have told the House. Very
strong feeling is prevailing in certain
country districts in regard te this matter,
und it should be rectified.

Much evidence was given before the Light
Lands Commission during its recent visit to
the lower Great Southern districts as to the
neeessity  for cstablishing  experimentai
farms in those districts. 1Viinesses eame
forward and showed that there were great
variations in the classes of land and that
the rainfall was not the same in the various
paris of the distriet. If that is so, then
it is doubtful whether the establishment of
only one such experimental farm would be
of great value. An experimental farm on
one particular class of land, with & certain
rainfall, would prove totally unsatisfactory
in respect to land of a different class 20,
30 or 40 miles away. Very considerable
expense would be ineurred in the establish-
ment of one farm for experimental purposes,
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and the results achieved might prove value-
less so far as other land is concerned. It
scems to me, therefore, that experimenta-
tion in that class of country must be tackled
in another way. Some lands now considered
to be almost incapable of being worked pro-
fitably may show good resulis if different
methods are employed for their cultivation,
I was present at two centres when evidence
was given to the Commission and enough
was said 1o convinee me of the truth of that
statement. Tt is hardly fair to ask a farmer
to earry out investigations and make experi-
ments  himself, although some farmers in
those distriets are most anxions to assist the
department to find out the hest method of
dealing with the light lands in their dis-
trict. Those farmers are prepared fo set
aside the land required for experimental
purposes, and to provide the necessary plant
and labhour, provided the Government snpply
sced, manuves and other items that might
he renquired for the experiment. Those
fariers would be content, if the Govern-
ment assisted them in this way, fo work
under the dirvection of the Government’s
agrieulfural advisers. In the distriets T have
mentioned there are large areas of so-called
light land with a more assured rainfall. I
use the words “more assured” advisedly, If
suitable methods ean be evolved to deal with
sueh lands, then T ventnre to suggest if
would be hetter to oceupy them than to
aceupy other land not so faveourably situated.
Most of the first-elass land in the distriets
to which [ have referred has been taken up;
and farmers whose properties are too small
to share with their sons are quite willing
to assist in this experimental work in the
hope that they may he able to place theiv
sons oh the light class of land if satisfae-
tory methods can be found to make that
land profitable to work. I ask the Govern-
ment, and particularly the Minister for
Agriculture, to give scrious consideration to
some such proposal as I have just put for-
ward. The cost to the department would
not be considerable. A eomparatively small
snm of money, wisely expended, would pro-
duce results of much greater magnitude
than the expense involved. In conclusion,
T trust the Minister will take some action
in regard to the matter.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [510]: I

wish fo move an amendment as follows:—

That the Address-in-reply be amended by
adling the following words:—‘hut we regret
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that the unfortunate socinl alliances between
the Matron of the Heatheote Mental Home and
the Clief Seeretary, Mon. W, H. Kitson,
M.L.C, and others have destroyed the disci-
plineg, efficiency, amd harnmonious working of
the Lunacy Department, have allowed the em-
pleyment thercin of non-unienists, econtrary to
the poliev of Your Excellency’s advisers, and
have made conditions of employment in the
aforementioned Lunaey Department intoler-
ahle, and fecl that in the interaats of the Puhb-
lic Service of the State nf Western Australia
and the restoration of public confidence in the
integrity thereof, the aforesaid@ Matron and the
aforesaid Chief Sceretary should he relieved of
their respective positions,”’

I prapose to speak to the amendment only.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon. member
proceeds any further, I think he will surely
appreciate that on an amendment to the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply, he would be Qistinetly out of order
to attempt to east any reflections upon a
memher of Parliament. The hon. member
must realise that there is no suhstantive
motion before the House. The motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply is
purely a matter of ordinary proeedure. To
attempt, by moving an amendment, to reflect
upen an hon. member, as he proposes to do,
eannot be justified by any of the Standing
Orders, and the hon. memher will under-
stand that the course he desires to take can.
not be approved of. Therefore T hope the
hon. memher will not attempt to persevere
in moving an amendment of that kind to the
Address-in-reply.

Mr, HUGHES : T am sorry to have te dis-
apree with your ruling, Mr. Speaker, at this
carly stage of vour oeenpaney of the Chair.
If vou rnle that the amendment is ont of
order, I shall have to move to disagree with
vour ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no hesitation in
ruling the amendment ont of order,

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. Hughes: Then I vegret at this early
stage having to move—

That the House dissents from the Speaker’s
ruling,

I take it that yvou require notice of my dis-
sent put in writing.

Mr. Speaker: Yes. The bon. member has
moved to disagree with the Chairman’s rl-
ing—-the hon. member means the Speaker's
roling—in declaring the amendment out of
order.
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Mr. Hughes: I regret that before I have
had an opportinity to congratulate you upon
your appointment as Speaker, which I now
do, I should be forced into the position of
moving to disagree with your ruling. I do
so with a good deal of reluetance because I
am sure that you are making history in pro-
cedure. When a motion is tendered in reply
to the Speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor or the Lieut.-Governor, it is within the
competence of any member to move an
amendment to it. That has been done in this
House. I myself did it last session or the
session before, and nobody took any objec-
tion to it. T venture to say there 15 no re-
cord of any member having been precluded
from moving an amendment to the Address-
in-reply.  The Address-in-reply debate is
one of the oceasions when all matters of pub-
lic business are open for discussion, and that
is why members speaking on the Address-in-
reply are allowed to deal with an unlimited
number of topies. The Honse, by means of
the Address-in-reply, gives its answer to His
Excellency’s Speech. There is no obligation
on the Flouse merely to adopt the stereo-
typed reply thanking His Excellency for the
Speech. Anything that the House considers
desirable may be tacked on to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply. Yonr
attempt to stifle diseussion by stretching the
Standing Orders, as you have done, Sir, and
by ruling that a member may not move any
amendment that refleets upon another hon.
member, seems to me to be without
foundation and withont substance. In the
discussion of public business, it is inevi-
table that the Ministers in eontrol of the
various departments must be eriticized. As
a matter of faet, the whole basis of what
we term Responsible Government—and
what, in effeet, is often very irresponsible
government—is that for every department
under the Crown there is a particular Min-
ister who is responsible, and that, of course,
indieates the very meaning of the eonstitu-
tional term ‘‘Responsible Government.”’
Thercefore it is impossible to indulge in
eriticism of publie administration withont
eriticising the Minister in charge of the
particular department. In my opinion, it
would be unfortunate if this matter were
stified by any means whatever. It has
been stifled for abont cight years and the
breaking point is being reached.
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. member must not
encroach upon the subject matter of the
amendment.

Mr. Hughes: I think it deplorable that
you should have given such a ruling with-
out one tittle of a Standing Order to sup-
port you. There is no Standing Order that
limits the diseussion on the Address-in-
reply. With all respeet to you and your
high office, Bir, I think you will have set
a very bad precedent if you suceceed by
your ruling in eurtailing the scope of dis-
cussion on the Address-in-reply. I think
you will be depriving memhers of a long-
established right enjoyed in all English-
speaking Legislatures to wutilise the one
occasion when any matter of publiec busi-
ness is open for disecussion. I submit, with
great regret, that your ruling is contrary
to the Standing Orders and contrary to
our procedure.

Mr. North: I second the motion.

Myr. Speaker: The member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) has moved to dissent from
my ruling, [ point out to him that T
have uever stated that an amendment to
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply could not be moved. Neither have
I indicated that there is any limit to the
discussion upon such a motion. The Stand-
ing Orders are definite on the point at
issue. It is not for me to tell the hon.
member what he may do, but it is for me to
direct him as to what he may not do. T
say that he may not under the Standing
Orders move an amendment that casts a
reflection upon a member of Parliament.
The reason why I ruled against the hon.
member is not that he wished to move an
amendment to the motion for the adeption
of the Address-in-reply. That would be
perfectly in order. T have ruled his amend-
ment out of order because by that amend-
ment he refleets upon a member of Par-
liament. The hon. member knows, and all
members know, that they may nof, unless
by a substantive motion, reflect upon anv
member of Parliament. The hon. mem-
ber’s amendment is not a substantive mo-
tion; it is part of the ordinary procedure
conneceted with the Address-in-reply debate.
To the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, amendments are permis-
sible, but the Standing Orders make it very
clear that under an amendment to such =
motion a member is not permitted to reflect
upon another member of Parliament. That
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is my ruling. It is not that an amendment
may not be made to the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, but that
by such amendment the hon. member must
not reflect upon any member of Parliament.
I submit that the ruling is definitely sound.

Motion (dissent) put and negatived.

Mr. Hughes: I eall for a division.

Mr. Speaker: I cannot permit a division
to take place, as there were no voices for
the ‘‘ayes.’”” Does the member for East
Perth propose to proceed? If not, T will
put the guestion that the metion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply be agreed
to,

Debale Resumed.
MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.23]: I move—
That the debate he adjourned.

Motion put and negatived,

Alr, SBAMDPSON: T understand there is no
limit to the matters that may be disenssed on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
im-reply.  With others, I regret that the
Minigter for "Agvienlture has, because of the
knowledge oversea of the prevalence of fruit
flv in this State, been oblized to leave these
shores in order, if possible, to proteer onr
shipments of frumit abroad. 1 have on
different occasions expressed my regret that
the adviee of the Fruit Fly Advisory Board
has not received that consideration from the
Government to which it is entitled. The
board was established following a mecting
held to consider the ravages of the pest, and
{he difficulties whieh threatened the fruit-
growing industry. Those difficulties have
existed for over a quarter of a century.
Unfortunately the department has not given
such cffeetive consideration to the control of
the fly as would bring ahout the desived
result. This ceountry is very similar fo
California in respect to its frait-growing
qualitics, and like California, is subject to
a large number of fruit diseases. We must,
if we are to enjoy any portion of the mar-
kets of the world, take effective steps to
ensure that the fruit fly menacc is brought
under eontrol. Apart from thiz;, the great
need for a citriculturist has been expressed
by growers from time to time. Tn Western
Australia there is, s0 far as vertain parts are
concerned, no belter country for the produc-
tion of citrus fruiis. I supaose there are
m Western Auwstralia no fewer than 800
citrus fruit producers, bonl I regret to say
the department possesses no citriculturist.
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We are also in difliculties with respect to a
fruit pathologist, Alrpady we have lost a
good man, who was earryiry out important
work in the depariment. [ wonder how his
plaee is going to be filled. He is n most
capable officer and will be difficult to replace.
The great importance of expert advice in
these matters cannot be oversiated. Mr, Pitt-
man, the officer in question, is a man of out-
standing qualifications whieh have been -
recognised and acknowledged by suthorities
in the Bastern States. Unfortunately for us,
it bas been possible to tempt him away.
There is more money in the Eastern States,
and it has been possible to offer Mr. Pittman
a higher salary. I believe his salary in his
new position will be necarly double what he
was receiving here. Naturally, he aceepted
such an offer.

From the fruit growing standpoint there
are many matters which call for considera-
tion. I have been asked whether the
department could recommend the adop-
tion of a policy of sterilisaiion of fruit
cages. This 15 an excellent project, and
one that is of importance in respect to the
control of certain pests. Unfortunately, so
far as I have been able to learn, such a pro-
jeet has not been adopted. The prineiple
has been accepted whereby a fruit case shall
be used only once, and may then be used
possibly for the carriage of vegetables or
ather purpose, hubt never again for the con-
veyance of fruit unless the fruit is being for-
warded to a factory. We cannot over-
emphasise the importance of exercising the
autmost vigilanee to prevent the spread of
disease in froit-growing areas. I pay a cor-
dial tribate to the department for the man-
ner in which it has dealt with the cecasional
outbreaks of codlin moth. There is no doubt
that both producers and the officers of the
department deserve praise for the thorough-
ness with whieh this problem has been
handled. Reverting to the importance of
giving consideration te the gquestion of the
sterilisation of fruit eases, I may say that
Mr. G. A. Helson and Mr, W. J, Tanner re-
cently put up a very interesting statement.
They said that if the sterilisation of fruit
eases was to be af any praectical value, it
was essential that the pest be killed, that
the method employed be economieal, and
that it munst not damage the cases or warp
the wood, and farther that the mechanical
process must be completely automatic to
ensurc each ecase receiving the same treat-
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ment. Again, the proecess must be capable
of treating a sufficient number of eases as
to render it a workable proposifion.

You, Mr. Speaker, as a private member,
dizplayed eonsiderable interest in the ques-
tion of marketing, and I could not but admire
your persistenee in the efforts yvon made fo
help the men on the land, I reeall what you
did with regard to egg marketing; I recall
also the cfforts of the Minister who now oceu-
pies the position of Minister for Lands
when, in 1925, he brought down a Bill to
ensare, by means of stabilisation, an im-
provement in the price of certain fruit pro-
duets, The Minister was very thorough in
what he did at that time. T remember that
the Bill came down, and in my warm ideal-
ism I looked forward to the time when the
froit-grower and the small producer would
no longer be dependent on others for the
price he would obtain for his products, but
that he himself wounld have some say in the
price he would receive. Although the
years have gomne by without anything
having been done, my heart hag lost
none of its fervour in the desire to see
an improvement in the conditions brought
about.  Unfortunately, the growers are
in the same position to-day as they were in
when the present Minister for Lands
brought down that Bill. They were serfs
then, they are serfs to-day, and the Minis-
ter has not since that time, as far as I have
heen able to ascertain, expressed one word
of encouragement whereby there might be
brought about a change in the outlook. In
spite of it all, I have not lost any of my
enthusiasm, nor the ideals of youth which
prompted me to believe in the sineerity of
the Minister for Lands when he brought
forward the Bill in 1925. It is important
that those who are engaged in primary pro-
duction should reeeive that consideration
that will enable them to have some voice
in the fixing of minimum prices at which
their products can be sold. When that time
arrives, there will come with it a new era
in the State, and there will be & greater
opportunity for the man on the land, and
a steadying up of what must be regarded
as unfortunate—the influx of primary pro-
ducers fo the cities and the larger towns
of the State. TUntil there is a possibility
of improving the status of the growers,
the position that now prevails will con-
tinue. Time after time I have been told
that there are many growers who are not
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concerned about the price at which their
products are sold. 1 do not believe thal.
It is right that every person should have
s say in the sale of the produce for which
he has been responsible, just as it is right
for any other person to state a figure at
whiceh he shall seil his labour. We have not
heard from the Minister for Lands, but
please God some day there may be a recur-
rence of that warm enthusiasm that
prompted him to bring down the Bill to
which I have referred. You, Mr. Speaker,
were one of those who advoeated the ap-
pointment of a committee of direction
modelled on the lines of that which was
new in Queensland then, and which is now
so well established there.

The Minister for Mines: What happened
to the Bill?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill passed this
House. Tt was brought down by the Min-
ister, who was then a member of the Gov-
ernment; but what I regret is that in all
the vears that have passed sinee 1925 there
has been no attempt to bring about any
form of control, nor has an opportunity
been given to members of the House to
consider it. The Minister was good enough
to acknowledge that I stuck to him right
through, and T assure him that should he
bring forward a similar measure, he will
have my support. I want to see the man
on the land secure sufficient return to en-
able him and his wife and children to enjoy
a reasonable standard of living.

The Minister for Mines: What happrned
to the Bill?

Mr. SAMPSON: It was defeated in an-
other place. That is not a subject for
mirth, but for deep vegret. I say again,
if the Minister will introduee another Bill
he will learn that the whirlv-gig of time
has brought abont a great change. I chal-
lenge the Minister to sponsor another Bill
now. I do not think for a moment that if
wounld meet with a reverse. I believe it
would have a short and successful course
through both this House and another place
and be on the statute-book by the end of
the session.

The Minister for Mines: Youn are only
guessing now,

Mr. SAMPSON : T challenge any member
to question the reasonableness of the view
I am expressing.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The Minister has
become conservative szinee then.
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Mr. SAMPSOX: Surely not! The Minis-
ter has either changed or he is easily dis-
conraged.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He slipped on that
oceasion.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: And still this silence is
maintained! It would be some satisfaction
to me to know that the Minister has re-
gretted the non-aceeptance of opportuni-
ties that have occurred since 1925. From
1925 te 1938 is 13 wears, nearly a third of
a man’s working life, the best period of a
man’s existence. The position has altered,
bhut T do hope the Minister will agree with
me that the time is opportune. I promise
him that suecess will follow. What a won-
derful ehange theve has heen! Why, in the
House of (Commoens the Conservatives of
all Conservatives have brought in a mea-
sure to make the marketing of farm pre-
duce possible, to determine prices. What
is done in other countries? In Canada thev
are always striving to do this, and a zood
deal of suecess has been achieved there. In
the United States fruit and market garden-
ing are such wonderful enferprises that the
produets from them are treafed with the
utmost consideration. But not so in Wes-
tern Australin, the most backward of all
countries regarded as eivilised. New Zen-
land has a measure which provides for the
proper export of fruit. If we go to Sonth
Australia—the Minister for Employment
will endorse this—we find that the frait-
growers and market-gardeners have some
SAV.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The Minister comes
from South Awnstralia. He does not go
there.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not blame the hon.
genfleman for coming from there. Let us
hope that the same principles of progres-
siveness that animate the growers of Sonth
Australia will he transmitted by him to this
State, and that we shall take advantage of
them. But whatever we do, there will
always be in my mind 2 measnre of regret
owing to the lack of action by the Minister
for Lands. The poultry-farmers of this
State face a continual problem. They
have no fixed prices. They have not the
advantage of a hoard such as exists in New
South Wales, and in certain other States;
nor have we made any real progress in that
matter. You, Mr. Speaker, brought down a
Bill; but unfortunately, as members are
aware, it is not competent for a private
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member to bring down a measure such as
would ensure the desired effeet. I regret
that not one occupant of the Ministerial
Beneh was found willing to make possible
the passing of legislation on this matter.
Your Bill, Sir, was everything that a private
member could bring forward. I give you all
credit for that, Mr, Speaker. Buf the Bill
involved certain levies; and, as hon, mem-
bers know, the powers of a private member
do not extend to that point. Viewing for a
moment the difficulties which poultry-
farmers have to face in dragging a living
out of their holdings, I may refer to the
variations which exist in prices of offal of
wheat between this State and South Awus-
tralia. What are Ministers doing in regard
te that matler? Are any steps being taken
whereby bran and pollard and other require-
ments of the poultry-farmer may be pur-
chased here at the same prices as in South
Australia? Tn the “Western Mail” of the
dth August are given prices of bran and pol-
lard. The local price of bran is £7 por ton,
less 5s. per ton discount for truck loads.
That of pollard is given as £7 Bs., less the
same discount. In Adelaide, as disclosed by
the “Adelaide Chronicle” of the 4th August,
the price of bran is £5 17s. 6d. per ton at
the mill-door, Port Adelaide, compared with
£7 less &s. per ton discount here. Again,
pollard is £6 5s, per ton at the mill-door,
Port Adelaide, as compared with £7 5s. less
5s. here. DBoth the South Australian prices
are less 23, Gd. per ton for cash with ovder.
There is a plain story. Why should the
offal of wheat eost the poultry people and
the dairy people of this State more than
the cost in South Australia? It is time we
looked into the matter and endeavoured to
give our primary producers the same con-
sideration as is extended in South Aus-
tralia. There is no doubt about these figures,
The position has remained like that for some
time. Why? The cost of production is not
greater here than in South Australia, and
yet this position continues, I wag indeed
pleased on Tuesday last to be one of those
who took part in the opening of the Road
Board Conference by the Minister for
Works. I ean quite appreciate the glow of
satisfaction and appreciation which the
Minister felt because of the presence of that
most representative body of men—wmen who
are engaged in honorary work, men who are
caring for roads and similar matters
thronghout the State. I envy the Minister
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beeause I should say that of all the depart-
mental officers in Western Australia none
give greater satisfaction than the officers of
the Public Works Department, those asso-
ciated with local government. The conference
was attended by representatives from as far
north as Port Hedland and Broome, and
from the uttermost parts of the south. How-
gver, I will leave that subjeet for a while
and also matters relating to road boards and
egg production, but merely temporarily, be-
cause I am quite sure that if this country is
to progress, those on the land must receive
greater consideration. I believe Ministers
are keenly interested and sympathetic, but
we must do more than that. Sympathy is
not enongh. We must give consideration to
effective improvements in marketing. Jf that
can be done, then I hope members will be-
lieve me when I say that Western Australia
will have a brighter and betier futore.

The Minister for Lands: Your enthusiasm
is most inspiring.

Mr. SAMPSON: If my enthusiasm ean in-
spive the Minister after this long hiatus, then
indeed am I deserving of some praise.

Mr. Patrick: He has been asleep for 13
Yoars.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have great regard for
the Minister for Lands, and I have asked
myseclf a thousand times why he has failed
in the task of providing the small producers
with a more adequate return fov their work.
There was a time when the Minister brought
that subjeet forward and spoke very eclo-
quently and convineingly. His utterances
carried everyone on that side of the House.

Myr. Patrick : When was that?

v, SBAMPSON : Back in 1923, or 13 years
ago. “The carly dew of morn had passed
away at noon.” Is it noon? T hope not. I
want the Minister fo resuscitate his endea-
vours and introduce another Bill. If he does
so, I shall he very grateful indeed, and it
will be some satisfaction to me to know that,
during the period I have been in this Cham-
ber, I have done a little fowards helping
those who have honoured me by permitting
me to represent them. Another matter on
which the future very greatly depends as re-
gards the outer suburban distriets is involved
in the extension of electric current to centres
in the hills. T thank the Minister for Rail-
ways for his courtesy—I may say, his more
than courtesy and refer to his practieal in-
terest—in visiting the Swan electorate and
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inspeeting many centres there, during the
eourse of which he ascertained just what the
distriet offered.

The Minister for JMines: In Ameriea they
are getting two eggs a day by cleetrie light.
That iz a good scheme.

Mr. SAMPSON: That may be so, but T
am afraid the JMinister has been reading
“Pack.”

The Minister for Mines: Not “Pop-eye.”

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister should read
“The Pacific Rural Press” and learn to know
something about the small farmer and his
requirements. T hope he will pardon my
mentioning that. However, the Minister for
Railways visited the Swan electorate and
while T have the honour of being the member
for Swan for the time being, I do not know
that T ever felt more prond than when I had
the grcat privilege of taking the Minister, in
company with the chairmen of a number of
road hoards in the distriet, on a tour of the
electorate. I know the Minister retorned
from that visit convinced that the outer-
suburban areas justified consideration, that
thev are wonderfully fertile, and that the
population there has been rapidly inereasing.
All that is perfeetly troe. In passing, T may
refer briefly to a recent Bill that reached this
House. That nnfortunate measure seemed to
have for ils one ohject the deletion of the
Swan electorate from the clectoral disfricts
of the State.

The Minister for Mines: You had a nar-
TOW eseape.

Alr. SAMPSON: It was shown in the ve-
port of the Electoral Commissioners that
there were two distriets mostly affected,
Grreenough and Swan. I mention the Swan
electorate second beeanse of my modesty.
However, it was shown in the report that the
population of those two electorates had in-
creased to snch an extent, partienlarly the
Swan district, that it was recommended by
the Commissioners that the Swan electorate
should no longer exist. The idea was to
slice the clectorate in twain and to give a
big portion to Murray-Wellington and the
remnainder to Toodyay. I kuow I must not
reflrct upon the Commissioners, but the
renson pu‘t forward was that beeanse of the
larger popuilation in the Swan distriet, it
might he constdered wire to delete “Swan”
as the name for the augmented Toodvay dis-
triet, thereby deleting the name “Swan”
from the list altogether, Those coneerned
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know that there i+ in the Toodyay distriet a
large area of light land that, I understand,
is quite unsuitable for cultivation, and he-
eanse it was propesed to include that large
area in the Toodvay cleetorate, it was de-
cided that the name “Toodyay” shounld bhe
retained and “Swan” thrown to the wolves
of the Government Party.

The Minister for Mines: T think the re-
presentaiton had something to do with it.

Mr. SAMPSOX: T hope it did not hat,
of course, there is always that possibility.

The Premier: Tt was the threatened
erosion of the Swan,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: That is another way of
expressing it. It contemplated the swan
song of the member for Swan, and T hated
to contemplate any such thing. T realised
that if the Swan electorate were to be elim-
inated, there was only one thing for me to
do, in view of my liking for the waters of
our noble river, and that was to stand for
the Canning seat.

Mr. Cross: Then you woke up!

Mr. SAMPSON : As ithe Bill did not pass,
the friendiy feeling that exists hetween the
member for Canning (Mr, Cross) and my-
self has continued withont any interruption.

The Minister for Employment: Did the
Royal Commission make any suggestion as
to what should be done with the member for
Swan in the event of the electorate being
wiped out?

My. SAMPSON: XNo, but I have some
idea what could he done to some members of
this House, and if the Minister has no ob-
Jeetion, T will supply him with that informa-
tion privately,  Reverting to the guestion
of the supply of clectrie current

The Minister for Mines: Yes, vou got
away from that subject.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I was mentioning
briefly the pride I felt when I was able to
give the Minister for Railways an oppor-
tunity to view the fertile areas of the Swan
distriet. It is truly a wonderful portion ol
the State, and the amazing way in which
the population has increased is very gratify-
ing indeed.

The Minister for Employment: They have
a good member!

Mr. SAMPSON: That member is not
sulliciently immodest to elaim any virtue
in respect fo the inerease in population,
and I am surprised at the Minister
turning my thoughts into sueh a channel
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[ say in all seriousness that if the electrieity
extensions sought were made, the population
of the Swan electorate would greatly in-
erease,  Alrveady the district has far move
than its electoral quota, notwithstanding the
fact that at the time of the previous redis-
tribution of scats five or six fownghips were
cut off from the Swan electorate. But if the
eleetrical power reruired for the pumpinz
of water can he provided, there will be a
further increase in population and the Min-
ister for Railways will be more than merely
a scller of electric current; he will he a
collector of railway freights and faves, he-
canse all those people depend more or less
upon the railway system. I trust that my
hopes and the hopes of hundreds of people
in the Swan distriet will be realised. I thank
the Minister for the interest he has shown
in this matter and I believe that, if it is
prossible to obtain funds, extensions will he
made. T am emboldened to think along
those lines beeause the Premier, previous to
his appointment to his present high oflice,
was himself Minister for Railways ond he
knows the importance of eleetric eurrent.

On  aceount of his interest in  the
subject I belicve that, if he is given
an  opportunity to provide the neces-

sary funds, those extensions will he wade,
Members will be surprised to hear that the
actun] amount of money required is not
Jarge, A sum of £25000 will pay for the
whole of the extensions.

Mr. Cross: We want them at Riverton.
That is nearer the city,

AMr. SAMPSON: I think there would be
sufficient left over to give the wember for
('anning some of ihe extensions he requires,
hat T hope that on this oceasion the Swan
will be ziven consideration before the Can-
ning distriet,

Mr. Cross: [ will get in hefore you if I
can.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member’s difti-
eulties are as great as my own, 1lis clectors
have more to put up with than have mine.

My, Crosz: They have not you to put up
with,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I am not going to sav
auvthing that will discourage the extension
of electric current to the Canning area he-
cause 1 know the prodncers of the Canning
have many problems to meet.

The Minister for Employment: T ihink
vou would be murh more eifeetive on the
broad national problem.
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Mr. SAMPSON: In addition to the ex-
tension of electric enrrent, there is need for
an extension of water supplies in my
electorate. I desire to take this opportunity
to thank the Premier for having approved
of an extension to Parkerville. As far back
as 1924 the Hon. J. Cunningham promised
that extension, but it has remained for the
Premier to give effect to the promise and we
thank the Premier for the water supply that
has been provided. A good wafer supply is
important. 1t is strange that the people of
the hills, although very close to the source of
the water supply, have te pay more for
water than if they lived in Perth. I have
some matter here that I would like to read
to the House. Members will probably be
surprised fo learn of the very high price that
has to be paid for water in the hills districts.
Recently a meeting of residents was held at
Mundaring at which the matters of the
charge for water and of bus transport were
discussed. Following the discussion a motion
was carried that the rate for water in the
distriet should be reduced to the level of the
metropolitan rate and that meter rents
should be abolished. Perhaps my statement
about the charge for water in the hills being
higher than the eharge in Perth may seem
extraordinary, but it is a fact that for water
delivered within rifle shot of the Mundaring
Reservoir, the charge is greater than in the
city.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It has to he taken
up the hill.

Mr. SAMP'SOXN: This higher charge is a
great discouragement to the people of the
district, and the only explanation I can sug-
gest 15 that the Premier is unaware that the
disability exists.

Mr. Cross: Have you no complaints about
the railway service? Have yon got a five-
minute service now?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have no complaints
{o make. I am drawing attention to cer-
tain matters which, if altered, would greatly
improve conditions. God forbid that I
should bring to this House a mass of eom-
plaints! People do not want to hear com-
plaints, Another small matter to which I
might refer is the beekeeping or honey-pro-
ducing industry. One of the most gratify-
ing features of this industry is its rapid in-
crease doring the past few years. A num-
her of enthusiasts banded together and
established Honey Week, with the result
ihat the sale of honey has increased almost
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beyond belief. A fact that must not be for-
gotten ig that the regular eating of honey
makes a person neither unduly fat nor un-
duly thin. Honey should therefore always
he on one's table.

Mr, Marsghall: Suoppose a person had
honey on the floor?

Mr. SBAMPSON: The regular eating of
honey makes for equalisation, as it were.
It is a nutriment that has the effect of re-
ducing the weight of the very fat and in-
creasing the weight of the very thin.

The Premier: It builds up.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. It does not build
up mere adipose tissne; it helps in every
way. A person who eats honey regularly
is enabled to throw off the years; he is
younger in his ways, more vigorous physi-
eally, and has younger ideas.

The Premier: Have you been eating
honey, theny

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire to pay a tribute
te the Government Apiculturist, Mr, Wil-
loughby Lance. I know of no man who
works harder than does Mr. Lance, He dis-
plays more enthusiasm in his work than any
other man I know. Some time ago he
started his long service leave. What did he
do? He took his car, or utility trueck, and
travelled over the State. He went to Norse-
man, Eucla and through to Port Augusta.
On his way, he visited every beekeeper he
knew of. He made sure that the Bees Act
was being eomplied with, and did evergthing
possible to help the industry. I was so for-
tunate as to meet him in Coolgardie on hig
return from the Eastern States. He told
me of his experiences in those States, and
what he had been able to learn about the
industry there. The beekeepers of Western
Australia have Mr. Wiiloughby Lanee to
thank for mueh of the exeellent progress of
this industry. Honey produced in Western
Australia ean no longer be adversely eriti-
eised; it will eompare with the best honey
in the world.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a regular
market for our honey, not only in New
York, but in London; better than all, there
ts a market for it here. Honey of an in-
ferior quality from South Australia and
the other Eastern States is no longer being
unloaded in this Siate.

Mr. Marshall: Why is it that there is such
a big difference between the imported and
the loeal product?
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Mr, SAMPSON: DBeeause in Western
Australia we have the karri and the marri.
Karri, in particular, produces nectar that
goes to make the very best honey. No won-
der the Premier is looking so well. He can
feel satisfaction at being the head of a State
which, in so many ways, takes the lead. I
repeat that our honey is equal to any honey
in the world. It is, in the opinion of a
friend of mine who claims to be an expert
in the industry, better than the honey pro-
doced in Ttaly or Austria, bath of which
countries spare no cffort in encouraging and
assisting those engaged in the industry. The
sueeess of the industry here, as 1 said, is
largely due to Mr. Willoughby Lanee. I
much appreciate a man who loves his job,
and Mr. Willoughby Lance makes a hobby
of his work. He himself keeps hees. When
not at home, he associates only with people
concerned with bees. His work at Rottnest,
for instanee, is oulstanding. It is a monu-
ment to what one man ean achieve. Sonte
time ago vandals destroyed a number of
queen bees which Mr. Willoughby Lanece
himself had raized. Queen bees are raised
hy expert heckeepers.  Mr. Lanee
broken-hearted over that vandalism.

Mr. Marshall: He is a lover of royalty.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Carniolian queen
hee is the bee upon which the heckeepers of
Western Australia place their greatest de-
pendence, and that is the elnss of queen hee
that is raised at Rottnest.

WS

Sitting suspended from 6,135 to 7.30 pon.

Mr. BAMPSON: No speech on the
Address-in-reply wonld be complete if refer-
ence were mnot made to employment
and the importance of the Government's
providing work for those in need of it
[ look forward to the time when payment
will no longer take the formn of rations and
sustenance,  Unfortunately, there are so
many labourers in exeess of necds that one
ean appreciate the dilliculties with which the
Government is faced, but it is a bad poliey
that requires men to sacrifice some of their
self-reliance before they are permitted to
have Government work. T am hopeful that
before long men who are given labouring
work, such as that on road or railway con-
struction, will be able to get it without the
necessity of its being broughi under the head-
ing of relief work. In ovder to achieve ad-
vanee in that direction consideration must he

[ASSEMBLY.]

wiven to the recommendations contained in
the report of the Royal Commissioner, Mr.
A. A, Wolff, now Mr. Justice Wolff. His
report is a colossal work that reflects great
credit upon him. I hope that some good will
result from the cfforts that are heing mads
to grapple with this problem.

I congratulate the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, who eertainly has achieved vastly im-
proved results. To show a loss of £19,951
last vear in comparison with a loss ol
£166,610 in the previous year represenfed a
tremendous improvement.  The Minister in
charge of the Government eleetricity snpply
must he gratified at this department’s show-
mg a profit of £31,810. There should he no
misgivings about the justilication fovr ex-
tending fhe electrical mains. Every exten-
sinpg matde will assist the Government and
that, of eourse, is svuonymous with assisting
the State.

When I referred to the Government Api-
culturist, Mr. Willoughby Launce, 1 omitted
to mention a fear prevaiting amongst people
engaged in the bee-keeping industry that this
expert may shortly be called upon to retire.
So far no definitc announeement has been
made, but sometimes the policy of retire-
ment is enforeed. As president of the Bee-
keepers' Section of the Primary Produecers’
Association, I appeal to the Government not
to insist upon the retirement of a man who
has shown such enthosiasm and has rendered
such assistance to the beekcepers. He has
done a vast amount of good work, and I am
convineed that the retention of his services
would be fully justified. That he should be
continued in oflice is important if the pro-
gress of the industry is to be maintained.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [7.33]: In adding
my congratulations to those already ex-
pressed to you, Sir, by various members, may
I say that I regard the large attendance in
the public galleries lo-night as a compliment
to you and evidence of an interest in the
doings of this House that I have not noticed
before. Thus, Mr. Speaker, you are hon-
oured in many ways. From the Premier we
have had an expression of optimism that was
not, in the words of an ex-Premier, one of
restrained optimism; it was onc of complete
optimism in the future of the State and its
financial position. 1 wish that all seetions
of the community could be included in that
state of well-being and in that alleged pros-
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perity, but I regret to say that the people
comprising the producing secetion are in lit-
tle or no better condition than they were
severnl years ago.

Mr. Marshall: The eondition of the agri-
culturists is eommon the world over.

Mr. BOYLE: It is not world-wide. The
condition of the agrienlturists in Britain is
one of comparative prosperity. I ean give
the reason for that.

Mr. Doney: That applies to other Furo-
pean countries.

My. BOYLE: Yes, and in the United
States of America and Canada the conditions
are infinitely hetter hecanse those countries
have Governments that do protect the agri-
culturists.

Mr. Cross: Alberta, for instance.

Alr, BOYLE: The hon. member had better
address that remark to the member for Clare-
mont {(Mr. North), as [ am not aequainted
with the conditions there. The low prices
that have prevailed over the last eight years
have been responsible for the unsatisfactory
condition of our agrienlturists. Even in the
ohe good year we had—the year hefore last
—when the priee of wheat for two days was
3s. 4d. per bushel, though the farmers had
a considerable amount of capital at their dis-
posal, it really henefited their ercditors. The
money carned in that year was largely ah-
sorbed by the renewal of obsolete machin-
ery. Thus the effect of one satisfactory year
achicved no greater good than that of paying
ereditors  a little more and of renew.
ing the working tools of trade. Little
or ne relief from secured debts has heen
obtained. That, T think will be admitted.
The trustees of the Roral Relief Fund have
done very good work in the matter of un-
secured debts. They lave heen approach-
able, and have been willing at all times to
make the best use of the money placed at
their disposal. When it is considered that
the unsecured debts of the favmers are only
10 per cent. of the whole; it ean readily be
understood that relief is given only on the
10 per cent., still leaving the farmers, with
few exceptions, to carry the burden of the
90 per cent. of secured debts. Stabilisation
of the price of wheat is essential. The
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall} in-
terjected that the eondition of the agrieul-
turist was common all over the world. I
join issue with him. I mentioned the Eng-
lish farmer,
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Mr. Marshall: We can account for that
by the £3,000,000 of Government money that
wans distributed in 12 months.

Mr. BOYLE: Great Britain is the only
real market we have for our wheat.

Mr. Marshall: The Imperial Government
assisted the farmers there to the cxtent of
£3,000,000 in 12 months.

Mr. BOYLE: The price of wheat on the
Fnglish market is 455, a quarter, or 5s. 7¥%d.
a bushel. Before one hushel of foreign
wheat, which includes Australian, Canadian
and Argentine wheat, can he sold on the
English market, the whole of the English
crop is taken and paid for at the price of
5s. 73d. a bushel. Great Britain has an
immense industrial population; the agn-
cultural population numbers 1% millions.
She produces over 50,000,000 bushels of
wheat annually., It beeame neeessary, even
with the price at 43s. a quarter, for the
Imperial Government to place a limit on
wheat production in England, Of the wheat
produced in this country, 75 per cent. is
exported. We are o dumping agricufiural
community. In 1929-30 Australia dumped
wheat into China, and under-sold the riec
grown by the Chinese coolic. We received
in China for Australian wheat—one of the
best wheats in the world—the equivalent of
£4 10s. per ton, while the Chinese coolic’s
rice was produced and sold at £6 10s. per
ton. That is one of the hasic reasons for
the economic difficulties confronting us to-
day.

As a wheat-growing community, we are
compelled to accept what is known as Lon-
don parity for our wheat. London parity is
the cheapest price at which the English
market ean be supplied. We sold our wheat
in that particular year for 1s. 8%id. per
bushel. A referendum was taken on the 6th
March, 1936. Iis purpose was to give the
Federal Government the right to introduce
and pass through the Commonwealth Par-
liament what ave known as marketing Acts.
Members will recollect the James case, in
which private buying interests fonght the
Commonwealth Government and sccured a
decision that rendered null and void any
attentpt on the part of that Government to
legislate for marketing. The desire of the
Federal Government was, by means of the
referendum, to obtain from the people of
Australia authority to amend the Constitu-
tion. An extraordinary attitude was
adopted by the Government of this State on
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that oceasion. Without any apparent reason,
it urged the people of Western Australia fo
vote “No,” The Trades Hall officials were
not so blind—I would not aceuse the Gov-
ernment of blindness, At all events they
had some political acumen, for they issued a
manifesto, descended upon the Esplanade,
and advised the people to vote “Yes.” That
was a most extraordinary example of giving
a lead to the people. The resulf of the refer-
endum was defeat for the agrarian element
in Australia, which in the matter of market-
ing-control is now back to where it starfed.
The Premier, when reference was made to
him for joint legislation to govern the home
price of wheat, said the matter was one
entirely for the Federal Government. As
the State Government had assisted in de-
priving the Federal Government of any
power to act, it seemed extraordinary that
it should then shelter behind lack of action
on the part of the Federal Government. I
must say for the Premier, who is eminently
straightforward in these matters, thai when
speaking on the Address-in-reply, he stated
that his Government wowld do everything
possible to afford relief to farmers of West-
ern Australia, That is like being sorry after
the deed has been done. The agrieunlturists
of this State would have been better pleased
to have the weight of the State Govern-
ment behind them when asking the people
of the Commonwealth to grant producers the
right to set up their own markeling boards.

The Minister for Lands: Had not you
the Federal Countiry Party with you?

Mr. BOYLE: The Federal Country Party,
to a man, asked for the passage of the
amending legislation. It is diffienlt to
understand the objections that have been
raised. I do not say they have been raised
partienlarly from the other side of the
House, but objections have been raised to
marketing Acts, Already there are Stales
in the Commonwealth with marketing Acts
functioning. In Queensland—I anticipats
the interjection—there is a Labour Govern-
ment, a good Governmenl from the point
of view of the primary produecer.

Mr. Sleeman: All Labour Governments
are.

Mr. BOYLE: I do not say that.

Mr. Cross: Youn said so at one time or
another.

Mr. BOYLE: If I did, which I doubt, pos-
sibly I had some reason. If the other side
of the House will do what I want now, I
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will acknowledge it. However, there scems
to be 2 lack of enthusiasm, and my own
enthusiasm has waned accordingly. In
Queensland there are 17 branches of the
primary industries that are working under
a marketing Act, one of the best Acts of
its kind in the world. That legislation has
been made the model for the Vietorian
Marketing Act.  Victoria has a Conutry
Party Government. T do not think T have
ever heard that (overnment criticised hy
wembers on {he other side of this Housc.
It has been kept in power by a very sen-
sible Labour Party. Tn that State we have
an example of the besl government in the
Commonwealth—government by the Coun-
try Party.

The Minister for Mines: Have we nof a
similar example here?

Mr. BOYLE: The New South Wales
Government also is making a decisive effort
to sceure the passage of marketing legis-
lation,

The Minister for Lands: Do you believe
in the Queensland Marketing Act?

Mr. BOYLE: T do.

The Minister for Londs: Do you know
that that measure was introdueed here and
that your party defeated it?

Hon. C. G. Latham: You know very well
we did not. You never interject but yon
put your foot in your mouth!

Mr. BOYLE: If ever a political historian
is wanted for this State, T would ask the
present Minister for Lands to take the job.
The member for Canning (Mr. Cross) is
nothing compared with the Minister. On
one occasion the member for Canning went
back 300 years in dealing with the housing
problem and housing laws. We all remem-
ber the magnificent speech he delivered on
that subjeet. I bow to the knowledge of
the Minister for Lands concerning things
that happened in the past, but T wish ke
would bring himself up to date.

Mr, Patrick: He has been asleep cver
sinee.

Mr, BOYLE: New Zealand furnishes an-
other example of a Marketing Act in foree.
Certainly New Zealand differs from Aus-
tralin in this regard, that her main
export product is butter. In pass-
ing I may wmention that T keep in fairly
constant toueh with Mr, Savage, and 1

wish to make acknowledgment of the
courtesy 1 have at all times received
from the Prime Minister of New Zea-
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land, The Dominion’s marketing legis-
lation is sound, with this major objection
which T would offer to such a Marketing
Act as exists in New Zealand—that the
prodncer is entirely ignored once he has
produced. When he has produced butter,
it is acquired by the New Zealand Govern-
ment Export Board. The price given is
12%4d. per Ib. The Act entirely excludes
the producer from any further participa-
tion in the disposal of his product. That
is fundamentally wrong. In Queensland,
and espeeially in Victoria, the producers
themselves are offered the right to ballot,
though no one is forced to vote; and a 60
to 40 majority is necessary to earry
a proposal. The Act also provides
for a consumers’' hoard. We on this
side would not object to that. To those
of our friends who are a trifle diffident about
giving the farmer the right to place a priee
on his product we would point out that the
labourer who has his work te sell goes to an
Arbitration Court, and that the Arbitration
Court, to the best of its ability, weighs up
the value of his serviees as compared with
his cost of living and endeavours to give him
a proper standard of living. But the pro-
ducer of foodstuffs, the primary producer,
enjoys no such right. In fact, he has ne
right to a standard of living. I am engaged
at present in tryving to secure warkers’
homes for Merredin, Workers’ homes are
veritable palaces compared with the houses
in which farmers have to live. I know
of applicants for workers’ homes object-
ing to a honse costing £500 and wanting
one that will cost £700. Undouhtedly the
applicant is entitled to the hest he ean get;
but the majority of our farmers are living
in houses whose condition is absolutely
appalling, and no cffort is made to provide
reasonable aceommedation for them.

A great deal has been said ahout the fixa-
lion of prices for primary industries. Tet
us contrast their position with that of
secondary industries. Take the casc of Aus-
tralian manufacturers. Under one of the
highest protective tariffs in the world, on
which is super-imposed a rate of exchange
of 25 per cent. which represents additional
protection, those manwfacturers, aecording
to the Commonwealth Year Book for 1937,
suceceded as follows: Manufacturing indus-
tries produced goods to the wvalue of
£415,000,000. The value of materials used
was £238,000,000, leaving a surplus for
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lahour and profit of £176,000,000, or about
56 per cent. on cost of the manufactured
article. The position we have lo face to-day
15 that in this Commonwealth scheme there
is no protection whatever for the primary
producer. He is compelled to sell his goods
wostly” abroad, on a dwnping market,
whereas the manufacturing centres can allot
to themselves out of a sale of £415,000,000
worth of manufactured goods u gross profil
of £176,004,000, part of which goes in its
turn to Lhe worker, and alse to the manu-
facturer, who perhaps is not so well entitled
to it. Ifowever, the fact remains that fov
services abroad, for payment of interest on
the war debt and on moneys loaned to West-
crn Australia, it is only the primary pro-
ducer that can be ealled upon. Fvery penny
of overseas services for interest; and for
goods bought in faorcign countrics, comes
from the two staple indusirvies of Awustralia
—wheat and wool. There are, of course,
ather important industries.

The Premier: There is £18,000,000 worth
of gold, von know,

Mr. BOYLE: I would el goldmining a
primary industry.

The Premier: You were talking of two
industries,

Mr. BOYLE: T am glad of the suggestion,
Goldmining, so far as we are eoncerned, is
an important industry. I fully agree that
any industry employing 17,000 men on good
wages is g valuable consuming industry for
the agrieuliure of the State, But there
again, why should the producer of gold be
protected by the Arbitvation Court as re-
gards his wages? Or why should he not be?
He has a perfect right to be profected.
There will be no trouble about wages for
agricaltural workers if the farmer gets a
fair deal. XNow, talking about mining and
agriculture

Several members interjected.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Alr. BOYLE: While mining and agricul-
Lure arve heing compared, let me give a good
illustration of the differcnee between eon-
ditions on the goldfields and those in the
agricultural areas. At a meeting which I
attended, one man suggested that the wheat
belt was a state or place of punishment
where farmers’ sons were kept uutil such
time as they were able ta go to the goldfelds.
1While on the job regarding the importance
of the wheat industry, let me point out that
the Railways report before us gives the ton-
nage of wheat carried for last year as
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738,000 tons agoinst 438,000 tons {he year
before, with an inereasc of £189,000 in rail-
way freights during the period. And vef
the people who produced this tonnage are
not allowed a standard of lving at all com-
parable with what tliey are enlled upon to do.

Mr. Cross: Youn cannot blame the Gov-
cenment for the low prices.

The Premier: Some of the farmers were
u bit too greedy. They should have sold
when they eould get a good price.

Mr. BOYLE: The question of education
for eountry children is one that will have
to he dealt with comprehensively in the near
future. The lack of educational factlities
for ehildven in country areas is one of the
main factors cousing people to leave the land
to-day. I know what I speak of, beeanse
when engaged in another sphere 1 made it
my rule always to stay with farmers-—not
in first-class Lotels, or even second-class
lLotels.

AMr. Raphael: Were you boarding with
the farmers?

Mr. BOYLE: I made it u rule to get
the opinions of farmers—from Yuna and
Ajana in the nerth to Esperance in the
south.  That was an edueation of which I
am proud to-day. It was onc of the finest
graduations that any man conld pa: s througl,
for I saw life in the raw in those particu-
lar areus. One of the main things that the
wheat farmer and his wife are worried about
i5 the lack of the most clementary cduea-
tional faeilities for their children. We find
that even in a settled district like Awvon,
which is practieally the hub of the wheat-
belt with no margingl arcas to speak of,
the civeamstances are suel that—and I hope
the Acting Minister for Education is listen-
ing—I am preparing a scheme to submit to
him to bring in 20 children from aun avea
north of Merredin fo that centre in order
to afford them an opportunity to have some
schooling. There are children there up fo
2 years of age who have never seen the
inside of a school. One hears references
to correspondence courses, and I do not de-
sire to decry their usefulness. But what time
has a mother with cight children to deal
with school matters? With two men in the
field and eight childven to look after, what
time has she fo devote to such duties? In
one instance I know of where there is a
family of eight children, not one of them
has attended a sehool,
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Hon, P. D. Ferguson: A place of punish-
ment, all right.

Mr. BOYLE: T doubt whether one child
of 14 years of age ean either read or write.
Any one of us who is content to sit baeck
it the face of such a state of affairs is lack-
ing in common deeccney. The same position
arises in eonnection with hospital matters.
We have to wage a continuous fight in that
respect.  With the advent of the new Min-
ister for Health, we find that the Perth Hos-
pital iz (o reeoive £765,000 for a rebuilding
scheme.

The Minister for Lands: Spread over five
vears.

AMr. BOYLE: Yes, with £445,000 to be
provided in the fivst three vears. I com-
pliment the Minister for Mealth upon his
infinence with the Government. There can
he no doubt on that seore. While we have
that  proviston on one hand, we fnd
that in  conntry  districts  campaigns
have {o be waged for the provision
ol even maternity wards.  As soon as the
Perth Hospital beeomes overcrowded, the
Government ¢nickly fnds money for a re-
building scheme, but when we apply for
some fands for a maternity ward in Keller-
berrin, it is a very different tale. IE 1s a
most extravrdinary position,  The Govern-
ment declarves it will provide £1 for every
pound that the country people raise. 1f
£800 is rased, ther (he Government will
provide an additionai £800. I say: Thank
God that the Lotteries Commission eame to
light with a donation of £750 that enabled
t~ to have some hope of securing a much-
needed Jospital 1n o country centre. When
we approach the Menlth Department regard-
ing such a question, we are told that it has
been the poliey of Governments for o long
time that asgistance will he rendered only on
the pound for ponnd basis. That is all the
assistanee wo can et when we reguire facili-
ties to help in the pupulating of a State
like Western Australia,

Mr. Warner: Yes, euteide the metropoli-
tan avea,

Mr. BOYLE: We have not yet got a
maternity ward at Kellerberrin,  The loeal
roadl bonrd has allocated £400 out of its
general revenue, and the residents of the
district are rerquired to raise a further £400,
That shows that this pound for pound bysi-
ness iy far-reaching in its offects.  So the
people have to go through the painful pro-
cess of liolding balls and dances and even
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fights at Kellerberrin. As the result of one
of the last-mentioned efforts. an amount of
£3 2s. was raised, and duly accounted for
through the local Press. All this is very
humiliating, but it is neceszary in order that
funds may he raized to seeure a maternity
ward at the local hospital. The Government
. has promised £800, provided the Kellerberrin
people raise an equal amount, and the Lot-
tevies Commission, with the ajd of the
McKay Trust, has made a substantial dona-
tion. The Kellerberrin people are still short
of their £800, and T appeal lo the Ministor
to end this unsatisfactory position and so
enable this absolate essentinl to he pro-
vided. Between Merredin and Northam,
apart from Cunderdin, there is no maternity
ward. At the Merredin Hospital there is no
children's ward. On the oceasion of a recent
visit T paid to that hospital, T foand a4
woman in a ward, and she was dying of
heart disease. ‘There were two children in
the same ward, and they were squalling their
heads off. Tt shocked my every sense of
hwmanity, and this poor woman pleaded
that the two children might be taken away
so that she might die in peace. That is what
country nembers see when they visit hos-
pitals in their distriets.

Mr, Cross: What is the average number
of enses in the Merredin hospital?

3Mr. BOYLE: The average number of beds
oceupied daily is about 33

Mr. Thorn: Ask him how many monkeys
there are in the Zoo.

Mr. BOYLE: He would not know. I
appeal to the Minister to lend ns his assist-
ance. We had a wonderful Minister in the
late Hon. 8. W. Munsie.

Mr. Patrick: But he thought that the eity
should be prepared to shoulder its propor-
tion,

The Minister for Health: He followed
vour Gtovernment in that respect.

Mr. BOYLE: I appeal to the Minister to
take action that will provide facilities that
are lacking now. It is uscless to szy we
have not the money. We can get £43,000,000
in Australia to prepare for war. Britain
said that her £1,500,000,000 was not enough.
It all goes to show that we can get plenty
of money to enable us to destroy life, but
we are told there is no money available when
it becomes a question of helping those who
are propagating our species. The transport
question in country distriets is always a
source of considerable trouble, and in that
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vegard I desire to pay a tribute to Mr. R,
L. Millen, the Chairman of the Transport
Board. He has made the position in country
districts much easier without—and I ean
regard the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Styants) without any misgivings—imping-
ing on the railways in any way. In fact,
he has rather assisted the railways in that
direction. I was somewhat amused to-day
at a deputation to the Minister for Lands,
The Minister told us that voad boards, now
that main roads were running through their
distriets, and in view of the manner in which
money had beep lavished in their distriets,
would have nothing to do. I suggested to
him that they still had the 3 per cent
funds to administer. However, the Minis-
ter's suggestion was far from the facts of the
ense.  Road boards to-day are faced with
a harder task than ever before in earry-
ing on. Rates are more difficult to colleet in
most distriets. The application of the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act has bronght
a little money into those areas, and the Minis-
ter mentioned that one hall had been buils
out of farmers’ debts adjustment money. If
that is so, then I am pleased to think that
the Federal aunthorities have done that much
for Westorn Anstralia. It is quite a mistake
to convey the impression that the work of
road boards is finished, because fresh prob-
lems arise every day. In my distriet, we
have only 36 miles of the main goldfields
road, but there are many hundreds of miles
of feeder and parallel roads that have to re.
ceive attention. Touching on waler supplies
in my electorate, I wish to thank the Minis
ter for Works for the consideration he has
extended to the requirements of the agricul-
tural distriets. Whatever our party polities
or feelings may be, to be diseourtecus re-
garding the work of a Minister in one’s elec-
torate would be quite wrong, and I shall not
he a party to that. In the area to the north-
east of Tammin about 40 farmers are receiv.
ing water supplics which enable them to
carry on, whereas without that eonvenience
they would have been foreed off their hold-
ings. A new method of reconditioning pipes
has reached an advanced stage at Kellerber-
rin, where condemned pipes are turned out
in better shape than they were originally at
half the cost of new pipes. Anyone who ean
in this way make two blades of grass grow
where one grew before is doing something of
advantage to the State, and should receive
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every encouragement. The contract price
for 30in. pipes is £1, but through the
genius of Mr. Frank Mather pipes quife
equal to new ave being supplied by him at
8s. each, or 46 per cent. of the cost of & new
pipe. I hope the Minister will eontinue that
poliey of decentralisation of industries of
this kind. Last year we imported infn West-
orn Australia £3,500,000 worth of manufae-
tured heavy steel; that is, girders, pipes and
so forth. So there is ample scope in this
State for a local industry of that type.

I want to tell the Minister that the agri-
cultural land of this State cannot afford to
pay more than 3d. per acre for any water
scheme instituted. The Premier has fore-
shadowed a water supply scheme to he taken
through the Great Southern districts with its
northern extvemity at Merredin. I heard
that the secheme would probably entail an
expenditure of £3,500,000. T would not like
to see a scheme of that magnitude under-
taken unless the Government guaranteed that
the cost to the people for the supply would
not exceed 3d. per acre. To charge more
would not be an eeconomice proposition. I do
not want to see elsewhere what I now see in
portions of my distriet where water is sup-
plied on one side of a fence at 3d. an acre,
and on the other side at 6d. an acrve. The
Government, through its Water Supply
Department, is demanding 10 per cent. on
all new water supply work. That is far too
high. It eannot be alleged that the life of
the pipes is short, beeause there are pipes
in the distriet north of Tammin that were
put down 28 vears ago and are still giving
good service. So there is no great deprecia-
tion in that direetion.

The allegation has been made that mem-
bers on this side of the House have very
littie time for metropolitan enterprises.
That is incorrect. A prosperous countryside
will make a prosperous city, and a city can-
not continue to be prosperous without a
prosperous countryside. A good deal of
work is heing undertaken in the mefropoli-
tan arca that is not very heartening to those
that come from the outback areas of the
State. But it has to be admitted that we
shall continue to see an inereasing propor-
tion of the population situated in urban
centres. We must regard that as funda-
mental; it is impossible for everyone
to go on the land. Commoditlies are pro-
duced with such facility that the different
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markets are speedily stocked. However, [
do not think there are many members on this
side of the House that are anxious to take
anything from the metropolitan area, which
is entitled to all it ean get. I shall always
support the plea for good living eonditions
for the workers. For many years [ was
associated with one of the greatest organisa-.
tions in the State, and I experienced the
joys and the sorrows that are the lot of the
average worker. We on this side of the
House have no desire to leve! down wages,
but we appeal for a levelling wp and ask
that a fair and square deal be given to every-
body.

I wish to refer to the position of tho relief
workers and to ask the Premicr or the Min-
ister for Employment to give attention to a
complaint that is being voiced in the susten-
ance camps. Of the men in the relief camps,
80 per eent. are residents of the metropoli-
tan area. I was speaking to one of the men
only a few days ago. He is a married man
with a wife and four children, and he told
mao that for four years he had gone from
pillar to post working on country johs, while
favoured individuals in like case to himself
were not required to lewve the metropolitan
area. Thousands of relief workers ave sent
out of the eity to jobs in eountry areas, often
many hundreds of miles away from their
homes, while others ave living all the time
within terk miles of the Perth Town Hall. 1
wouald like the Minister to give attention to
the matter and inquire whether it is not
possible to afford those men a chance to he
with their families and to help their wives
to supervise the upbringing of the children.

Mr. Cross: We will support that idea.

My, BOYLE: What is the good of sup-
porting it if it is not being brought about?
The hon. member has the authority on his
side of the House.

The Minister for Mines: Of about 7,000
on relief work, there are only 300 in the
metropolitan area,

Mr. BOYLE: I think they are entitled to
some eonsideration,

My, Cross: Can you suggest any job that
can he put in hand in the metropolitan
area?

Mr. BOYLE: The Heatheote Reception
Home is a subject that doubtless is respons-
ible for the presence of such a large attend-
ance of the public in the galleries to-night.

The Minister for Mines: Why speak about
it?
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Mr. BOYLE: Hearing what T have heard,
I would be a very peculiar man and sadly
lacking in a sense of publie duty if I re-
frained from speaking about it. We know
that all is not well in mental homes in this
State. I do not refer to the unfortunate
patients, of whom I think there are 1,284
males alone at the Claremont Hospital for
the Insane., The reeeption home at Heath-
cote is fulfilling a great function. It is more
or less, T understand, a preliminary recep-
tion home for those that are mentally
afflicted. Mental ill-health is a dreadful
thing ; far worse, in my opinion, than death.
But there is hope to-day for those received
at Heatheote, At one time Heatheote was
more Or less a passage to Claremont, and
life there was one of misery for the patient
and his relatives.

The Premier: 1t was not as bad as that.

Mr. BOYLE: I do not know of many that
recovered.

Mr. Cross: Nearly atl that go to Heath-
cote recover,

Mr. BOYLE: I am afraid the member
for Capning does not read very widely. He
should have read the “Western Australian
Clinical Reports.” I am nof coneerned about
the rumours that are so often cirenlated in
the metropolitan avea and also in the
country; but one qguestion on which [
wish to toueh is the wonderful suceess that
has attended the work of Dr. Webster of
the Heatheote Home, a work that s now
threatened with interruption. In the “West-
orn Australian Clinieal Reports” appears
an account of a paper read by Dr. Webster
before the British Medical Assoeiation in
April, 1938, dealing with cases that had
been under his care. He has treated 150
cases of mental infirmity In various stages,
and in the majority of cases has met with
slecess.

The Premier; Why is that?

Mr. BOYLE: On account of the freat-
ment patients received from him.

The Premier: That is the new cardiazo!
treatment for which Dr. Webster is not re-
sponsible.

Mr. BOYLE: But he is responsible for
stndying and administering it.

The Premier: And there are other doctors
of mental hospitals who are studving and
administering it.

Mr, BOYLE: I do not think so.

The Premier: I know.

[6]
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Mr. BOYLE: I do not say that he origin-
ated the treatment. The “Western Austra-
lian Clinical Reports” savs:—

The treatment of certain forms of insanity
by therapeutic epilepsy was intredueed by Dr,
Ladislau; von Meduna, of the Royal Haun-
garian State Mental Hospital, Budapest.

Mr, Raphael: It was in operation in the
other States before it was tried here,

Mr. BOYLE: I now wish to inform the
House that no sueeess can be achieved in o
husiness or in an institution if warring fae-
tions are at work. If the doctor is at war
with the matron, or the matron is at war
with the nurses, that not only affects the
carrving on of the hospital, but also com-
municates uneasiness to the public. This
happening at Heathecte may result not only
in Dr. Webster’s fine work heing interrupted,
but perhaps also in its being finished.

The Premier: Dr, Webster is not the only
doctor who understands cardiazol treatment.

Mr., BOYEE: I am not alleging he is.
e did not intvoduee the treatment, but I
say that he has been very successful in
using it ot Point Heatheote, so why was
he removed to the Claremont hospital?

The Premier: Every psychiatrist in the
world is studving cardiazol treatment. It is
something new, Dr. Webster is not the only
doctor using that treatment.

Mr. BOYLE: Aud Dr. Webster’s reward
for his good work, without any charge being
made against bhim, is his vemoval to the
Clavemont hospital.

The Premicr: Other dactors are using the
same treatment.

My, BOYLE: Let the Premier inform the
House why Dr. Webster was removed from
the Heatheote institution. Apparently, Dr.
Webster is a man of high charaeter and
possessed of great skill.  Ile has delivered
a lecture on this treatment hefore the British
Medieal Association.

The Premier: He was not giving infor-
ntation about an entirely new treatment.

Mr. BOYLE: He mentioned several cases
in his lecture. Later on I shall ask for a
select committee of inquiry into the admin-
istration of the lhospitals for the insane. If
there is nothing to bhe feared, why worry?
I want to point out that apparently the
vietim to-day is Dr. Webster,

The Premier: No.

My, BOYLE: If he has done anything to
warrant vietimisation—

The Premier: He ie o5t heing victimised.
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Mr. BOYLE: I wounld like to know what
it is. He is under a ecloud.

The Premier: He is not under a clond,
nor is he being victimised. What ridien-
lons ideas the hon. member has about that,

Mr. BOYLE: As a reader of the daily
Press—

Member: The hon. member
take notice of the Press!

Mr. BOYL/E: It is no use to say not to
take notice of the Press, because 75,000
copies of the ‘*West Australian’’ are dis-
tributed daily, and it does have an effeet.
The sooner this matter is cleared up, the
better it will be for everyone.

The Premier: Hundreds of railway men
are transferred all over the State.

Mr. BOYLE: Would the Premier ecom-
pare a railway man with n medieal man?

The Premier: Yes, certainly. Any person
in the service of the State must go where he
can best serve it. T was sent fo the coun-
try. I have been to Yalgoo and many
other places. Doectors must go where they
are sent, too.

Members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOYLE: I seem to be rather disturb-
ing members on the Government benches.

The Premier: No.

Mr. BOYLE: I wish to sllude to several
patients who have responded to this treat-
ment.

The Premier: You will find hundreds of
eases in the medical journals of the world.
It is foriunate that this treatment is avail-
able.

Mr, BOYL.E: [ am quoting from the
“Western Australian Clinical Reports, Vol
1, No. 4, April, 1938"—

Case 1: Aged 24, had heen left an orphan
at 14 and had le-u-cd four younger children.
She was described as ‘'steady, sensible, hard-
working.’” Her fathor lad been a patient at
Claremont. Three weeks before admission she
broke down, began talking foolishly about her
love affairs, was hallucinated, delnswnal vio-
lent énd uncnntro]hble For gix weeks after
admission she was ceonfused, unreliable, and
spent most of her time in a single room. Car-
diazol was then commenced. After the first
few injections her behaviour showed marked
improvement, but she was far from well men-
tally. She had 25 intravenous and two intra-
muscular injections, After one of these she
had a mild status epilepticus, She heeame
quite confused and showed ne improvement,
and treatment was ferminated for this reason
and because there was difficulty with her veins.

I was disappointed, gave a bad prognosis, and
decided to send her to Clarecmont; hut a few

would not
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weeks after her treatment ierminated she began
to improve, and hefore she was discharged
cured she was well enongh to write an inter-
esting letter describing her breakdown and
recovery.

As I mentioned before, 150 of these cases
have been treated, and 35 of them are re-
ported in the journal from which I have
quoted. 1 shall not weary the House by
quoting other eases. T maintain, however,
that Dr. Webster was responsihle for the
treatment of those eases. The Premier has
said that the treatment is not Dy, Webster's.
I have told the Youse that it is not. It was
commenced in Budapest by Dr. Ladislaus
von Meduna,

The Premier: He was not very enthusi-
astte about the introduction of the treaf-
ment, either.

Mr. BOYLE: The fact remains, however
that Dr. Webster snspended the matron
That is known te the pnblie, of which T am
one,

The Premicr: I thonght yvou were talking
about the cardiazol treatment,

Mr. SPEAKER: [ suggest that this is
not a duet, but a solo. Let the speaker pro-
ceed.

Mr. BOYLE: The soloist has a good
chorus, Mr. Speaker. I suggest there is a
eonneetion hetween the removal of Dr, Web-
ster to the Claremont institution and the
suspension of the matron at the Heatheote
institntion.

Mr. Mughes: That iz the reason Dr. Web-
ster was transferred. He suspended the
matron. There is no guestion about that.

Mr. BOYLE: I have no private feelings
in the matter. I am not intercsted in it at
all, except that we in this House cannot
allow Dr. Webster to remain under a cloud.
I am not advising the Government. The
Government has i{s own responsibilities, but
I do think that a select committee of inquiry
would do much good. There is seething dis-
content amongst the nurses, both male and
female, at the Heatheote institution, T
know some of them personally. I also know
that where hundreds of patients, mentally
afflicted, are receiving treatment, there must
be peace and eoncord. The patients should
reccive the best treatment. The sooner the
present state of affairs is put an end to, the
hetter,

Oin motion hy Mr
journed.

Wilson, debate ad-

Houze adjourned at 8.25 pm,



